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2021 PRINCIPAL KNOWLEDGE TOPICS (70)
The following Principal Knowledge Topics are based on the results of CFP Board’s 2021 Practice 
Analysis Study. 

The Principal Knowledge Topics will serve as the blueprint for the March 2022 CFP® Certification 
Examination and subsequent administrations of the exam. Each exam question will be linked to one 
of the following Principal Knowledge Topics, in the approximate percentages indicated following the 
general category headings. 

The Principal Knowledge Topics also serve as a curricular framework for CFP Board’s education 
coursework requirement and the topics CFP Board accepts for continuing education credit.

EIGHT PRINCIPAL KNOWLEDGE TOPIC CATEGORIES

H. Psychology 
of Financial 

Planning 
(7%)

A. Professional 
Conduct and 
Regulation 

(8%)

B. General 
Principles of 

Financial 
Planning 

(15%)

C. Risk Management 
and Insurance Planning 

(11%)

D. Investment 
Planning 

(17%)

E. Tax 
Planning 

(14%)

F. Retirement Savings 
and Income Planning 

(18%)

G. Estate 
Planning 

(10%)
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